YES Swazi visit to Zimbabwe

On Friday the 3rd of October, a 59 strong delegation from Swaziland arrived in the city of Bulawayo, led by their national coordinator, Mr Sizwe Dlamini. The group was primarily composed by Swazi cultural groups who are members of the Youth Employment Summit network in Swaziland. 

The delegation was hosted to a rousing reception at the ORAP head quarters. ORAP was represented by its top leadership in the form of its president and YES organizing committee member Mrs Sithembiso Nyoni, and its Executive Coordinator Mr Mpiliso Ndiweni. All the youth members of the organization were also present.

The tone for the evening was set as soon as the visitors began disembarking from their tour bus. They were met with a passionate rendition of the ORAP anthem, “Zenzele” by the ORAP cultural ensemble. The Swazi delegation soon joined in the singing and dancing, and as the two groups choirs converged, ORAP became a cultural melting pot where the youth of southern Africa stood together with one voice and in one language. The singing of the regional anthem “Shosholoza” led the delegation into the reception hall. The singing and dancing ,however , did not cease. The vibrant ladies from ORAP performed traditional Ndebele songs accompanied by their trademark rhythmic traditional dances. The Swazi’s responded with their own cultural and traditional dances.
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The ORAP cultural ensemble in traditional dance
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Swazi Warriors in full flight respond to the hosts!

The reception was introduced by Mr Mpiliso Ndiweni, the Executive Coordinator of ORAP. The theme for the reception was “Culture as a youth employment tool”. Mr Ndiweni emphasized the importance of the two countries meeting and sharing their diverse traditions. He stressed the importance of culture in economic empowerment, pointing out that pride and confidence in oneself and traditions were key to any step towards economic emancipation.
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Mrs Nyoni, Mr Ndiweni, and Mr Dlamini

Mr Sizwe Dlamini, national coordinator of YES Swaziland, reiterated the need for collaboration between networks to ensure the success of the campaign. All the cultural groups in the entourage expressed how impressed they were by their Zimbabwean counterparts in the arts, particularly because they had devised ways of making money from their performances and had become economically self sufficient. The Swazi’s expressed that one of their major challenges was making money from their cultural activities. From the workshops they had with their Bulawayo counterparts, particularly Super Godlwayo, they had gained better insight on how they could have a more businesslike approach to their work.

Mrs Sithembiso Nyoni lauded the fact that the YES networks had met as a result of the young people’s desire and subsequent efforts to engage in constructive dialogue. She encouraged the spirit of working together to continue and not end at the reception. The challenges facing Swazi and Zimbabwean youth were very similar and therefore jointly crafted, youth led solutions made absolute sense. This reception was a fitting forum to formally announce that ORAP is to be the lead organization in the YES campaign in Zimbabwe. The spirit of celebration and commitment which pervaded the meeting was also very welcome.
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Mrs Nyoni dancing and singing with the visitors
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Memezi Nyoni (Coordinator YES Zim), Mr R. Dube (YES Zim member), and Sizwe Dlamini ( YES Swazi Coordinator)

Two Orap young staff members also gave short presentations on IT and HIV/AIDS. The ORAP IT officer, Mr Progress Moyo, shared how ORAP was already hard at work connecting rural youth in ORAP centers to computers. This would equip the young members of society with skills for the formal job market and make them more competitive. Nhlanhla Mpofu pointed out how AIDS was a major blow to the economy and urged young people to lead the onslaught against the spread of the pandemic as we are the ones most affected.
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Swazi ladies traditional dance

The reception was fittingly ended with food, drink and more merriment! The Swazi and Zimbabwe youths joined together in song and dance and affirmed their commitment to fight and eradicate youth unemployment in their respective countries.
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Youth exiting from the hall in song and dance!
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Swazi maidens 

Quotable quotations:

Mrs S.G. Nyoni :

“ The point of departure for any young African striving to be economically self sustaining is a rootedness to one’s culture”

Mr Sizwe Dlamini:

“Considering the importance and impact of meeting, YES Swazi and YES Zim met to discuss how to put other alternatives to fight youth unemployment. Culture was identified as one of these alternatives. This was a perfect meeting to be reviewed by other networks. This also emphasizes the relations between the two networks which shall continue to strengthen!”
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